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NOTICE OF MAY MEETING 


TIME: Monday May 9, 1980 8:00 pm 

PLACE: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
Plains Road West, Burlington 

TOPIC: Member's Night 

NOTICE OF JUNE MEETING 

TIME: Monday June 12, 1988 

Pot Luck Supper 6:30 pm 

Hike Begin 7:30 pm 

Films 8:30 pm 

Join us for this last general meeting fo the year. 

Bring a dish, ie: casterole, salad or dessert and 

serving utensils as necessary. 

Be sure to bring your own plates, cup and cutlery. 

Bring a lawn chair if you can. Beverages will be provided. 


i 


FIELD EVENTS 


Saturday May 14, 1988 1:30 pm 

BIRDS AND WILDFL0V1ERS: A hike to see the many early wildflowers, ferns, as 
well as migrating birds which should be near their peak. Meet as the parking 
lot on York Road near Valley Road, Dundas. 


Leader - Nancy Lyne 627-0738 
Sunday June 5, 1908 9:00 am 

GLEN MORRIS AND GRAND VALLEY: An interesting area revisited. Waterproof 
footwear to mosquito repellant she: Id be brought along as well as lunch. Meet 
at the Austrian Village Restaurant at Highways #5 adn 24. 

Leader - Bruce Duncan 387-3904 


SATURDAY June 25 and Sunday June 26 

BRUCE BOTANY WEEKEND: Ho will meet Saturday at 10:00 arn at the junction of 
Highway #6 and Dyers Bay Road. Accommodation will be the responsibility of 
each participant.* Bring binoculars and rubber boots. An enjoyable weekend 
should be had visiting the New Bruce Penninsual National Park. Participants 
will have many options to choose from including botanizing with Dave Bradley, 
an outting to the F.O.N. Dorcas Bay Reserve, visiting the Flower Pot Islands, 
hiking the Bruce Trail, canoeing area lakes etc. 

Leader Dave Bradley 519-534-3680 

*Janet Snaith has reserved a group campsite at Cypress Lake park near 
Tobermory for those who wish to camp. 
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HOME OF THE BLUEBIRD 


by Kathleen MacNamara 

We met this first day cf spring under sunny yet cold, windy conditions 
and contended with a blanket of snow left by the previous evening's follies,, 
Nonetheless, we headed out in two cars -- Bill led and Shirley Klement and 
I acted as follow up. 

Some background on Bill Read is called for. He is the new president 
of the OBBA (Ontario Bird Banding Association). Presently, he is working on 
contract with the Canadian Wildlife Society in building, erecting and main¬ 
taining records on 120 nestboxes; any free time is put into watching his own 
trails with 160 nest sites. Bill is working on having the Ontario Bluebird 
Society in full swing by this fall. As well, he is a handy-man -- ski 1, fully 
constructing 10 nest boxes from a 4' x O' sheet of '/>" plywood and hand 
painting them a lovely green. 

Bill explained to us that he had received permission from a number of 
farmers in the Flarnborough area and our trekking would have us "posting" for 
suitable box locations. He also explained some criteria. Rolling hills 
and pastures provide the best habitat. Try to stay away from grazing horses, 
however, since they are inquisitive creatures and love to nibble at the 
boxes. Pastures are best because they allow bluebirds to easily locate 
insects, grubs and other suitable foods. Looking at one location behind the 
Calvin Christian Reformed Church, Bill gave us details on a stream in the far 
right corner where he planned to assemble a box. But he'll keep it away from 
the rather brushy, wooded hedges simply because that habitat could attract 
competition from House Wrens. 

In our travels that morning, birds of interest included Horned Larks, 
giving their broken glass like calls and a female Northern Harrier which 
banked and skimmed across snow-covered fields. 

Moving in on a house and property on Brock Road, #538 to be exact, 
we drove into a clearing next to the barn and were greeted by a friendly, 
shy and docile female Border Collie cross and tc our surprise and amusement, 

9 bouncy, beautiful 4 week old puppies. 

Wrapped up, we stepped forward with Bill and crossed the open wind 
swept fields. Bill mentioned to us that we would be travelling a distance 
(approximately '/- mile) from the barn before considering a place to put up 
the box. Why? House sparrows inhabited the barn and they will attack and 
kill bluebirds adults and young. Bluebirds are aggressive and territorial 
under normal conditions but inside their homes they are very vulnerable and 
at the mercy of the sparrows. 

Soon after, we found a suitable, sturdy fence pest. The box was 
positioned, keeping in mind that the winds blow from the north-west. It was 
secured; well sheltered from the threat. 

Feeling like proud parents, we three Simaritans returned to the cars, 
taking several back glances at the new home. 
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The boxes that Sill puts up are checked regularly starting in mid-May. 
Banding of young and adults then continues until mid-August. 

Finishing the morning work with a few more checks on habitats, we had a 
bite and a drink at Tim Horton's and then went on our own merry ways. 

Let's hope that these nesting boxes prove successful and that come 
September the Bluebirds will venture south to seek the warmth of Georgia 
and South Carolina togetherwith others of their kind. Thank you, Bill, for 
your informative and enlightening guidance through bluebird land, hay the 
Bluebird of Happiness sot up residence in one of your, boxes. 
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HOW TO TELL IF YOU ARE TOO BUSY 

You are too busy when it is the first day of spring but your calendar still 
says January... 

You are too busy when there arc more dishes in the sink than in the cupboard... 

You are too busy when you are upset because it is Friday and not just Thursday... 

You are too busy when your favourite TV show has gone into reruns and you 

haven't noticed... 

You are too busy when you go to bring the lawnmewer up from the basement and 
find out it is still in the shed from last fall... 

You are too busy when you realize you are standing at the corner waiting for 
the light to turn red... 

You are too busy when your son's first words to you are "Can I borrow the car?".. 

You are too busy when you wonder whether it would be faster to buy new underwear 

than to do the laundry... 

You know you are too busy when you have two friends who write you once a decade 
and you owe them both letters... 

You know you are too busy when the local farmer offers to bale your lawn... 

You know you are too busy when you read about your fiance's marriage in the paper 

D0IPT BE TOO BUSY TO JOIN US ON ONE OF THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB OUTINGS! 

A complete list of the summer Wednesday night hikes can be found in the 
April Wood Duck. 
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DDT KILLED MY FAVOURITE DOG 


by L.A. Smith 


DDT killed my favourite dog. 

It was late in 1952 when my father took possession of 400 pounds of DDT. 

We had half an acre of land just west of Birmingham, in England. In January 
of 1953, my father emptied all the white powder on to the land. He came to me 
and suggested that the sacks would make a soft bed for my dog "RAD", a Welsh 
Border Collie. 

"What was in these sacks?" I asked. 

"Fertilizer." was his reply. 

My father was then 04 years old and a machine shop foreman. In his spare 
time he hhd built up a thriving store which sold trees and shrubs and bone meal 
and blood-and-bone meal, and flowers and vegetables in the summertime and apples 
in the autumn. 

At 10:00 pm that day, Rad was put out, into the bike shed with some sacks 
underneath him and some sacks on top of him. He looked distressed. 

On the second night he refused to go into the shed and ran away, very frightened. 

On the third night, I forced him into the shed and hurriedly locked the door. 

At 3:00 am the next day a neighbour came knocking on my window to say that the 
dog was barking and that he was keeping them awake. He was let out of the shed 

and allowed to walk down the garden on a concrete path. He was obviously ill. 

He became nervous and was startled by noise. This was an animal who had 
once caught 65 rabbits in one day and who could run 35 mph, up hill, timed by 
a motor bike. 

Me had other dogs in the area and I took them all out, in the Jeep which 
we owned, to the Lickey Hills. The other dogs loved the green grass and the 
trees and the mild English winter which we were enjoying. 

"Rad", however, was melancholy and devoid of energy and would not stray 
far from the car. 

Many years later, reading Isaac Asimov, I 1 arned that this is the classic 
example of DDT poisoning: weak muscles and painful anxiety. He found that 
out on the beaches of New Jersey in 1944. ‘ 

My mother took Rad into the kitchen and made a space on the mat for him. 

He became too weak to go out to do his duty and I carried him out into the 
orchard. He was constipated and I considered taking him ot a vet. He died 
in February, 1953. 

He was not taken to an animal doctor and I now regret that lack of decision 
on my part. It is doubtful, however, if the condition could have been diagnosed. 
DDT killed a lot of innocent animals in North America and Rachel Corson was 
prompted to write and publish "SILENT SPRING" in September of 1552. It was not 
until 1969, however, that Ontario banned DDT. 

Vie ore slow to act. 

OXFAi'i was even slower to act. They cornered the illegal poison and had it 
sent to Bolivia to kill insects so that more food would be available for people. 
Thirty-five years after the death of RAD, I am still upset by the events. A 
company failing to put "POISON" on its products and a father failing to tell 
the truth. 
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CONSERVATION NEWS 


by Rob Dcbos 


Volunteers are needed to help out with one of the most exciting projects 
ever tc be undertaken by the HWC, the Peregrine Falcon Release Project, We 
will be hacking 5 young Peregrines from a site at Mohawk College in Hamilton 
in early July, We are looking for people to help out for a few hours at a' 
time to keep watch of the birds after they have boon released from the hack 
box. If you can help out, please contact Brian Wylie (627-0802), 

Our Club is also participating in a Clean-up Day on Saturday May 7, 
which is part of local Pitch-In Week activities, Meet at Princess Point 
at 10:00 am to help pick up garbage from Cootes Paradise, Bring your canoe 
along if you can. 

If some of you haven : t heard, the proposed hydro-electric generating 
station to be built at Webster's Falls has been abandoned thanks to many 
letters from concerned citizens to the Niagara Escarpment Commission, However, 
to now maintain this unique self-supporting park $350,000 must be raised. 

Your conservation group vail be assisting in this matter and should you be 
interested in helping out with the Webster's Falls project please contact 
any of the people on the Conservation Committee as much needs to be done. 

If we all pitch in, the work can be spread out so as not to take up too much 
of your time. 

There arc a number of important environmental issues that require letters 
to be written to the apporpriate politicians by concerned naturalists. While 
soaking up the sun at the cottage this summer, you can write about: 

- Temagami Wilderness Reserve 

- Skein River in Briti: h Columbia 

- Forest Management Agreement environmental assessment 

- Perimeter Road proposal 

- ANSI program 

- Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan 

- Windermere Basin dredging 

If you are concerned about any of these issues, please contact 
Christine B.shop (521-8946) to get more information. 

We hope that all our members will have a very good summer and hope to 
see you at one of our activities. 
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INSECTS ASSOCIATED HUH f-LG-fER.iivC; STAGHORN CUkAC, RHUS TYPtilHA L. , 

at. Dunnville, Ontario 


by William W. Judd 


A notable feature of shrubs of staghorn sumac, Rhus typhina L., 
towards the end of summer is the presence on them of conical clusters of 
bright red fruits. These fruits are preceded earlier in the summer by 
greenish yellow flowers heavily endowed by noctar. The transformation 
from flowers to fruit is initiated by pollination of the flowers by a varied 
array of insects. 

On July 8, 1P79, I collected insects from flower heads of sumac in a 
fencerow on the lino between Lots 1 and 2, Ccncessicn IV south of the 
Dover Road, Dunn Township (Dunnville), Ontario. The sky was clear, the 
temperature 25° C with a light southwesterly breeze, ideal conditions for 
insects intent on visiting flowers. A specimen of leaves and a flower 
cluster collected on July 8 is deposited as No. 808 in my herbarium in the 
University of Western Ontario (Judd, 1884). The insects were identified 
by staff members of the Biosystcmatics Research Institute, Agriculture 
Canada, Ottawa. All specimens are deposited in the collections of the 
Department of Zoology, University of Western Ontario except two bees, 

Evylaeus divergons , kept in the National Collection, Ottawa. The insects 
collected comprised 2% Hemiptera (bugs), 3% Coleontera (beetles), 1% Lepidoptera 
(moth), 21% Diptera (flies) and 73% Hymenoptera (wasps and bees). The bees 
were the most prevalent of the pollinators of the flowers. 


Hemiptera 


Miridae (plant bugs) - i Lygocoris caryae Knight 

1 Lygocoris sp. 

Lygocoris caryae breeds on hickory; shagbark hickory trees grow in the 
same fencerow as does the sumac. 


Coleoptcra 


Chrysomelidae (leaf beetles) - 1 Diabrotica undccimpunctata - hewardi 
Barber. This is the Cucumber Beetle which feeds on cucumber and 
related plants. 

Dermestidae (cermestid beetles) - 2 Anthrenus fuscus (01iv) 
these beetles feed on pollen and nectar. 


Lepidoptera 


Amatidae - 1 Ctcnuciia virginica Charpentier 

The larva of this moth, the Virginian Ctenucha, feeds on grasses and 
the adult habitually visits flowers in the daytime. 



Diptera 


Sciaridae (fungus gnats) - 1 Eugnoriste sp. Larvae of flies in this family 
are found in fungi and decaying plant material„ 

Syrphidac (hover flies) - 11 Syritta pipiens (L„) 

6 Erist.alis arbustorum (L.) 

Hover flics arc among the most Important of pollinators of flowers. 

Anthomyiidae (flower flies) - 2 flies. Commonly visit flowers. 

Cal 1 i prior idae (blow flics) - 3 Luc ilia illustris (mg.) 

Flies in this family are commonly found at flowers; the larvae live in 
carrion anc! habitually frequent garbage. 


Hymenoptera 


Gasteruptiidae (parasitic wasps) - 1 Gasteruption assectator (L.) 

This wasp is parasitic on bees and wasps that nest In twigs. 

Vespidac (wasps) - 1 Stenodync-rus sp. 

- 2 Symmorphus sp. 

These wasps nest In hollows in twigs which they provision with caterpillars 
as food for their larvae. 


Andrcnidae (mining bees) - 8 Andrena sp. 

Halictidae (mining bees) - 3 Evylaeus divergens (Lovell) 

~ 2 Agapostcmon virescans (Fabr.) 

- 2 Lasiogloslum coriaceum (Smith) 

- 1 Hal ictus rubicundus (Christ) 

-20 Dial-ictus sp. 

The mining bees live in burrows in the ground. 

Col letidae (yellow-faced bees) - Hylaeus sp. There were 34 of these bees, 
the commonest insects visiting the sumac. They have short mouth-parts which 
can easily lap up the nectar from the small flowers of the sumac. 

Apitiae- (honey bees) - Apis mol Ilfera L., 1 bee, our common domestic honey bee. 


Reference 


Judd, W.W. 1964. 
donated in 1584 to the 
Phelps Publishing Co., 


Annotated catalogue of the herbarium of William W. Judd 
University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada. 
London, Ontario, 60 pages. 


Department of Zoology, University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario. 



GOOD BIRDIMG AREAS AROUND HAMILTON 


by the HNC Bird Study Group 


At the February Bird Study Group meeting, a number of people described 
some of the best areas for birding in and around Hamilton. We felt they 
would be of interest to all members and have described them here. 

1. Dundas Marsh: a large wooded, marshy and open-water area accessible 
from Hcf'iaster University Landing (parking lot behind tennis courts 
faces paths leading through woods to the shore of the marsh) or by 
walking along a path beside Spencer Creek from Cootes Drive close to 
the Hydro building. 

Best from late July on depending on water levels. The end of a line of 
willows bordering the old Desjardins Canal is excellent for shorebirds 
when water is low. Fall warblers, other passerine migrants (Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows around Thanksgiving), rails, migrant hawks. Rarities show up 
with regularity. 

Bird sightings in spring seem to be getting poorer each year. Prothonotnry 
Warblers did nest in the willows last summer. 

2. Bronte Woods/She11 Park: from the QEW take Burloak Road south to 
Lakeshore Road. Go cast to Shell Park (watch for sign on road). 

This wooded area is good in spring and fall, particularly for warblers 
and other passerines. Saw-whet Owls and Long-eared Owls are both found 
in winter. 

3. Fifty Point Park: from the QEW heading towards Niagara, take the Fifty 
Road exit and follow signs to Fifty Point Conservation Area. 

This location is good in spring and fall and into winter for migrant 
waterbirtis (loons, grebes, ducks, gulls, jaegers) and some shorebirds. 
Avocet and Oystercatcher, iiave been sighted. A telescope is needed to 
see many birds on the lake and warm clothes are required in early spring 
and late fall to winter. 

4. Windermere Basin: a large water body opposite Stelco in Hamilton Harbour. 
It can bo viewed from the West Service Road that parallels the QEW. Good 
in fall, winter and spring. 

Waterfowl numbers and variety are good in late fall and winter. In dry 
falls, good shcrebird. habitat is created. 

Further nortli along West Service Road, at "Tollgate Ponds" in summer, 
large nesting colonies of gulls, terns, BJack-crowned Might-Herons and 
Double-crested Cormorants can be seen by telescope. These colonies 
should not be entered or approached by birders. 

5. Woodland Cemetery: from Plains Road, take Spring Garden Road to cemetery 
or Hidden Valley Road across Bailey bridge and up hill to cemetery. Best 
vantage points are close to the bluff overlooking Hamilton Harbour at 
the easternmost end of the cemetery. (There are nc graves in this part.) 
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Good for migration in fall and spring- During March and April on W or 
SW winds, birds follow the shoreline. An E wind brings p-.-or flights. 

There are sometimes large "reverse" migrations during bad weather in spring. 
On NW winds in fall, good hawk flights are seen. Also seine passerines, 
swallows and hummingbirds, 

G, Beamer Conservation Area: take QEW to Christie Street exit at Grimsby, 
Follow Christie St up the escarpment, turn right on Ridge Road (opposite 
the "onion domed" church at the top of the escarpment) and go about 2-3 km 
to Beamer sign at Quarry Road, Turn right and drive into parking area. 

From late. February to June (depending on weather), good for hawk migration, 
E - SE winds ore best, 

7, Van Wagner's Ponds and Confederation Park: take QEW to Highway 20, Exit 
and go towards lake. Follow road to Confederation Park or further west 
to ponds on left side near change houses and parking lots. 

Good in spring and fall for migrant waterbirds. Also good for spring 
warblers and passerines. Black Terns are present in summer and birders 
at most seasons, 

8, Hendrio Valley: opposite the Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters, Park 
at Cherry Hill Gate and walk behind Rose Garden, 

Good in spring for warblers and other passerines, 

9, Beverly Swamp: west of Highway 8 along Safari Road and elsewhere in that 
general area, A large area of swampy woods and cleared fields. 

Good in spring and summer for many landbirds including Scarlet Tanager, 
Blue-winged and Golden-winged Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, 
Acadian Flycatcher. 

10. Shoreacres Crock: take Lakeshore Road oast in Burlington to just east 
of Walker's Line, 

Good in spring and fall for warblers and other passerines. Also good in 
spring to see waterbirds on Lake Ontario. Look both north and south of 
Lakeshore Road and do not block any driveways when parking. 

11. LaSalle Park: take Plains Road to LaSalle Park Road and follow to the 
park. 

Goods are good in fall and winter for waterbirds. Park itself is good 
in most seasons for landbirds. 

12. Smithvillo Sewage Lagoons: take Highway 20 to Smithville. East of town 
turn right (south) on Road 614. Go over bridge about 150 m along and 
par!; at first gate on loft. Walk, drive about 400 m to ponds. 

Good for shore-birds in spring and fall. Also good for ducks, grebes 
and swallows. 
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mis FROM O.R.R.F. 


The following is an cxerpt from the January 1988 newsletter of the 
Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation written by Larry McKeaver ("with the 
intermincble elaborations on and additions to the text from Kay McKcaver"): 


We had a fairly quiet 
least, with no trageeies a 
to Valhalla. Our Snowies, 
least one egg and produced 
apple of his father's eye 
his mother,, Although as a 


year with the cwls themselves; thankfully, at 
no only a few sorrows as some old friends went 
Prtchka and LuLu finally coordinated on at 
their first offspring, a neat little male, the 
and a source of apparent total bewilderment, to 
nestling he had a very frightening encounter 
rocks under his own nest, we hope that time will 


with a wasps' nest in the _ _ 

have healed all damage to his eyes and he will bo releasable by the spring, 


Our Screeh Owls outdid themselves this past year and produced a great 
crop of babies which were released in late summer. A new breeding pair of 
Saw-Whets emerged last spring (Samson £ Delilah, M< II) with four shiny 
little feathered darts awaiting spring training and release. And there 
were baby Great Horned Owls and baby Burrowing Owls again. 

There were also a surprising number of juvenile Short-Eared Owls brought 
in to our care last soring. Granny got two or three of them for a short time, 
but mostly they were able to scuttle about and knew who they were, The four 
in best condition wore trained and released in October, one was transferred 
to Vermont as unreleasable and the worst one of all we have kept. Her story 
follows: Our otherwise infallible friend, Dr. Bruce Hunter asked Kay if we 
could use a crippled nestling. Since the species is a ground nester and Kay 
has had some idea of trying to provide an assistant for Granny, of a smaller 
size (she has problems incubating when-the eggs are tec small!) and since 
Bruce even worried that the wing might have to come off - the owlet was caught 
in farm machinery - Kay said "you betcha". 


The wing was surgeried at the Vet College and the owlet arrived at.cur 
door, plainly very young and very frightened. Also, of course, irrestible! 

Since there was no question of this owl ever flying and since a human 
imprint is more easily manipulated in the demands of foster parenting than 
a wild owl, Kay established a cage and a nest in our front entrance hall and 
began the "mothering" process. So much for our well-laid plans. This innocent 
creature became the terror cf our in-house skies, the scourge of tiie cats ano 
rny latest impediment to sanity and relaxation. This is "Sikorsky", so narneo 
because her wings work, but a bit independently, reververating like a helicopter. 
Sikorsky is cheerful, unreliable and very bad at steering. Crash lanoings 
are her specialty, usually involving some human food, sot out in a moment 
cf forgetfulness. The results are memorable and at such times Kay avoios 
rny eye',’ knowing it, is filled with righteous indignation. I am even in fear 
of rounding a corner lest the flailing windmill of an c-wl is approaching 
from the other direction. I have been considering a few things to say to ^ 

Bruce Hunter when next v/e meet and in the meantime, since I am in charge 01 
the kitchen, I have been reviewing a few recipes for owl stew! 

The HcKeevers continue to incure building expenses in the ongoing process 
cf weasel proofing the owl enclosures. They are also working to build up an 
Endowment Fund to ensure the continuation of the work of V'qc Foundation 
past the time when they are able to participate actively. Anyone, wishes to 
send donations t: aid their efforts may send them to the Owl Rehabilitation 
Research Foundation, RR A1, Vineland Station, Ontario, LOR 2E0. 
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GRArH CGUriTY HI TIER BIRO COU-^T - 19C-8 

by Oil) Lamcnd 

The- third annual Brant County Winter Bird Count was held on January 5, 19G6 
under favourable weather conditions. A total of IPX participants took part in 
this count which was sponsored by the Brantford Nature Club.' Count compiler 
Kay Rutherford reported that 14,410 birds of 50 different species wore 
observed with the highlights being: Common Lcon(l), Northern Goshawk(1), 

Snowy Owl (1), Red-bellied Woodpecker (1), Northern Mockingbird (1), Rufous- 
sic'cd Tnwhee (2), Field Sparrow (e) and Rusty Blackbird (1). The count 
totals arc as follows: 

Common Loon 1; Great Blue Heron G; Swan sp. 2; Canada Goose 455; dial lard 31; 
black buck 2; Common Goldeneye 94; Common kergansen SO; Ring-billed Gull 3G8; 
Herring Gull SOW; Great Black-backed lull 2; Northern Harrier 8; Sharp-shinned 
Hav:k 5; Cooper's Hawk 2; Northern Goshawk 1; Red-tailed Hawk 75; Rough-legged 
Hawk 2; American Kestrel 27; Ruffed Grouse IS; Gray Partridge 3; Ring-necked 
Phc-asant 2; Rock Dove 435; looming Dove 851; Great Horned Owl 8; Snowy owl 1; 
Eastern Screch-Ow! 0; Belted Kingfisher 4; Red-bellied Woodpecker 1; Northern 
Flicker 1; Downy Woodoecker 154; Hairy Woodpecker 50; Horned Lark 60; Blue 
Jay 370; American Crow 274; Black-capped Chickadee 561; Brown Creeper 19; 

White-breasted Nuthatch 102 ; Red-breasted Nuthatch 26; Golden-crowned Kinglet 17; 
Northern Mockingbird 1; European Starling 1553; Northern Cardinal 387; 

Rufous-sided lowhao L; Song Sparrow ?C; Swamp Sparrow 3; American Tree Sparrow 397; 
Field Sparrow 5; Dark-cyec Junco 991; White-throated Sparrow 2; Snow Bunting 2677; 
Rusty Blackbird 1; Brown-headed Cowbirb 13; Pino Siskin 280; American 
Goldfinch B7G;Pino Grosbeak 6; Common Redpoll 15; Purple Finch 170; House- 
Finch 307; Evening Grosbeak 21; House Soarrow 1522. 


TOTAL: SO species, 14, 419 individuals. 
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NOTEWORTHY PIRN RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to January 31, 1988 - 103 (+1 introduced) 

Number of species recorded to February 29, 1988 - 111 
Number of species recorded to March 31, 1988 - 130 ' 

* indicates first record for the year 
F indicates first record for the migration 
L indicates last record for the migration 

Underlined species or dates indicates that a written documentation is required 


JANUARY 


Cooper's Iiawk 

Jan 

1,5 

1 

Dundas 

Robert Finlayson 

Red-bellied Woodpecker Jan 

16 

1 

Brant Cone. If 18 at 

#4 Kathleen MacNamara, 

Eastern Bluebird 

Jan 

21 

1 

Ropkin's Tract 

Ralph Speak 
Finlayson 

Rusty Blackbird 

Jan 

16 

1 

Desjardins Canal 

r 

Red Crossbill 

Jan 

1 

1 

Dundas 

p 

FEBRUARY 

Great Blue Heron 

Feb 

11 

1 

north shore of marsh Finlavson 

Mute Swan 

Feb 

18 

q 

High Level Bridge 

t> 

Snow Goose 

Feb 

12* 

o 

< 

CCIW 

Mike Whittle 

Brant 

Feb 

2.7 

1 

Sioux Lookout 

MacNamara 

Wood Duck 

Feb 

27 

1 

f ’ 

’ 

Ruffed Grouse 

Feb 

11 

4 

north shore of marsh Finlayson 

Snowy Owl 

Feb 

1:14 

2:1 

Toll Gate Ponds 

Rob Dobos 


Feb 

15 

1 

CCIW 

u 

Northern Hawk-Owl 

Feb 

14 

1 

Sheffield 

Dobos, Karen Wylie 

Long-eared Owl 

Feb 

14 

2 

Bronte Woods 

t: ii 

Short-eared Owl 

Feb 

6 

2. 

Saltfleet Marsh 

r n 

Brown Thrasher 

Feb 

24* 

1 

Lillian Rd. Dundas 

Jim Cram 

White-throated Sparrow Feb 

11 

1 

north shore of mari 

sh Finlayson 

Rusty Blackbird 

Feb 

10 

1 

Desjardins Canal 

P 

MARCH 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Mar 

13* 

1 

Woodland CePietery 

Kevin McLaughlin et al 

Homed Grebe 

Mar 

4F 

2 

LaSalle Park 

Dobos 

Red-necked Grebe 

Mar 

24* 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

tj 

Great Cormorant 

Mar 

13* 

1 ( 2nd 

year) Van Wagner's 

Reach Robert Curry 


Mar 

14 

1 r 

?• 

Brian Wylie 

Nancy Lyne, McLaughlin 

Double-crest. Cormorant Mar 

5 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Michael Clark 

Great Blue Heron 

Mar 

2 OF 

1 

Bronte Creek 

Bev Hettrick, 

Great Egret 

Mar 

30* 

1 

Fifty Point C.A„ 

Mark Jennings 

Bruce Mackenzie 

Tundra Swan 

Mar 

2F 

36 

Eigli Level Bridge 

Currv 


Mar 

6 

13:40 

LaSallesWillow Pt. 

?r 


Mar 

9 

19 

Burlington 

David Stubbing 


Mar 

12 

71 

LaSalle Park 

Wyl ie 


Mar 

13 

180 

Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin et al 


Mar 

25 

31 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 


Mar 

26 

2.5:30 

Woodland:Stonev Creek Denys Gardiner 

Wood Duck 

Mar 

5F 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 


Mar 

6L 

1(winter) Sioux Lookout 

MacNamara 


Mar 

2.5 

65 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 



Green-winged Teal 

Mar 7F 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Curry 


Mar 24 

60 

Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin 

American Black Duck 

Mar 5 

347 

Windermere Basin 

Clark 

Mallard 

Mar 5 

520 

s: 

H 

Northern Pintail 

Mar 2F 

2 

Dundas Hydro Poiid 

Curry 


Mar 6 

6(winter) Windermere Pas 

in MacNamara et al 


Mar 13 

150 

Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin et al 


Mar 13 

96 

over Ancaster 

Curry 


Mar 27 

50 

Green Mountain Rd. 

Gardiner et al 

Blue-winged Teal 

Mar 24* 

1 

Shoreacres 

Wylie 

Northern Shoveler 

Mar 7F 

2 

Woodland Cemetery 

Curry 


Mar 12 

6(winter) Windermere Basin Gardiner 

Gadwall 

Mar 5 

39 

Windermere Basin 

Clark 

American Wigeon 

Mar 7F 

7 

Woodland Cemetery 

Curry 

Canvasback 

Mar 6F 

7 

1 

ti 


Mar .17 

25 

r. 

Dobos 

Ring-necked Duck 

Mar 5* 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Gardiner, McLaughlin 


Mar 26 

28 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 


Mar 28 

50 

Green Mountain Rd. 

(quarry) Dobos 

Greater Scaup 

Mar 5 

400 

Windermere Basin 

Gardiner 

Lesser Scaup 

Mar 5 

50 


1? 


Mar 25 

500 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

White-winged Scoter 

Mar 6F 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Curry 

Hooded Merganser 

Mar 2 

1(winter) DesJardins Canal " 


Mar 10F 

3 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

Finlayson 


Mar 25 

29 

Green Mountain Pd. 

(quarry) Gardiner 

Common Merganser 

Mar 27 

Ifema 

le Woodland Cemetery McLaughlin 



(albino 

» orange head * white body) 

Red-breasted Merganser 

Mar 13 

70 

Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin et al 

Ruddy Duck 

Mar 12;28 

1:8 

Windermere Basin 

Gardiner : Dobos 

Turkey Vulture 

Mar 27* 

7 

Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin 


Mar 27* 

2 

Dundas 

Fin layson 


Mar 27* 

1 

Oakville 

MacNamara 


Mar 31 

15 

High Level Bridge 

Dobos 

Bald Eagle 

Mar 4F 

limm 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 


Mar 6:8 

1 ( 2nd 

yr) Woodland Cemetery Curry, 





Shirley Klement 


Mar 24 

limm 

Fifty Point C.A. 

MacKenzie 


Mar 27 

lad 

Woodland Cemetery 

David & Kirstin 





Stubbing 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Mar 6 

1 

Holyrood Ave.Oakville MacNamara 


Mar 31 

1 

High Level Bridge 

Dobos 

Cooper’s Ilawk 

Mar 31 

1 

n 


Northern Goshawk 

Mar .19 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Gardiner,William Smith 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

Mar 31* 

2 

High Level Bridge 

Dobos 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Mar 31 

30 

r 

?v 

Merlin 

Mar 12F 

1 

LaSalle Parle 

Wylie 

Peregrine Falcon 

Mar 17* 

1 

QFW at Fifty Rd. 

MacKenzie 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

Mar 28 

1 

5th Road Fast 

Dobos 


Mar 28 

1 

8th Road East 

n 


Mar 20 

1 

Green Mountain Rd. 

f? 

Ruffed Grouse 

Mar 13 

o 

Martin's Lane, Ancaster Curry 

Killdeer 

Mar 5F 

1 

over Brock St.,Dundas Wylie 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Mar 25* 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Mar 27*:28 


8th Road East 

Gardiner : Dobos 

Common Snipe 

Mar 11* 

1 

Dundas Dump 

Finlayson 

American Woodcock 

Mar 9* 

3 

Martin’s Lane, Ancaster Curry 

Bonaparte’s Gull 

Mar 27F 

lad 

Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin 





Glaucous Gull 

Mar 5 

1(3rd.summer) bay north of canal McLaughlin 


Mar 12t 13 

2 

Woodland Cemetery 

Wylie:McLaughlin et al 


Mar 15,17 

lad 

tl 

Dobos 

Great Horned Owl 

Mar 3 

on nest Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

Snowy Owl 

Mar 10 

1 

Toll Gate Ponds 

Dobos, John Struger 


Mar 16 

1:1 

CCIW : Woodland 

Dobos 

Northern Hawk-Owl 

Mar 10L 

1 

Sheffield 

Curry et al 

Long-eared Owl 

Mar 1 

15 

Bronte Woods 

Curry et al 


Mar 18 

1 

Hopkins Tract 

Finlayson 


Mar 2A 

/* 

o 

Bronte Woods 

Wylie 


Mar 27 

5 

1 

Jennings B and Ron 





He ttrick 

Short-eared Owl 

Mar 20 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings, B Hettrick 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

Mar A 

1 

Bronte Woods 

Cory Stidwell 

Belted Kingfisher 

Mar 30F 

1 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Mackenzie 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Mar 26F 

1 

New St. Burlington 

MacNamara 


Mar 31 

1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 

Northern Flicker 

Mar 31F 

2 

Bronte 


Pileated Woodpecker 

Mar 12 

1 

Beamer C.A. 

Gardiner 

Eastern Phoebe 

Mar 26* 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Gardiner 


Mar 27 

6 

Bronte 

Hettricks,Jennings 

Tree Swallow 

Mar 2A* 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Gardiner 


Mar 27 

A7 

Lake,Burloak to Bronte Nettricks,Jennings 

Brown Creeper 

Mar 27F 

1 

92 Hostein Dr.Ancaster Curry 

Winter Wren 

Mar 3IF 

3:2 

Bronte s Westdale 

Jennings : Wylie 

Golden-crown. Kinglet 

Mar 27F 

12 

Bronte 

Hettricks, Jennings 

Eastern Bluebird 

Mar 11F 

1 

Reamer C.A. 

Gardiner 

American Robin 

Mar 3F 


Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

Varied Thrush 

Mar 6* 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Curry 

Northern Mockingbird 

Mar 13”28 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Barbara Norrie:Wylie 

Brown Thrasher 

Mar 5 

1 

Lillian Rd.Dundas 

Gardiner 

Cedar Waxwing 

Mar 28 

12 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

Wylie 

Northern Shrike 

Mar 20 

1 

Berry C.A. 



Mar 2.7L 

1 

Bronte 

Hettricks, Jennings 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Mar 31* 

1(winter plum.) Burloak Woods Jennings 

Fox Sparrow 

Mar 20* 

1 

Oak Knoll Dr.Hamilton Harriet & Henry 





Sprague 

Song Sparrow 

Mar 12F 

1 

Skyline Dr. Dundas 

Clark 

Swamp Sparrow 

Mar 3IF 

1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 

White-throated Sparrow 

Mar 21 

3 

Woodland Cemetery 

Wylie 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Mar 8 

60 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Mar 17F 

1 

Ridge Rd. Saltfleet Curry et al 

Rusty Blackbird 

Mar 2IF 

8 

Dundas Dump 

Finlayson 

Common Crackle 

Mar AF 

25 

Ancaster 

Curry 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

liar 6F 

1A 

20 Ramsgate Dr. Stoney Creek Dennis & Gwen 





Lewington 

Red Crossbill 

Mar 11 

21 

Creighton Rd. Dundas Wylie 


Mar 12:17 

2:2 

Beamer C.A. 

Clark ; Curry 


Mar 19 

10 

Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin et al 


Mar 21:22 

: 31 5 

:8:25 Centennial Pk. 

Dundas Finlayson 

White-winged Crossbill 

Mar 5* 

A 

Beamer C.A. 

Bruce Duncan,McLaughlin 





George Naylor 


Mar 18 

1 

Beamer C.A. 

Currv 

Common Redpoll 

Mar 1-13 

90 

Ancaster 


Pine Siskin 

Mar 12 

32 

Skyline Dr. Dundas 

Clark 

Evening Grosbeak 

Mar 20* 

2 

Rock Chapel 

Wylie 


Mar 27 

22 

north of Carlisle 

Gurry 


Mar 27 

1 

Bronte 

Hettricks, Jennings 



Hote; 

"McLaughlin et al", Mar 13th refers to Kevin McLaughlin, Nancy Lyne, 

Denys Gardiner, and Jim Cram 

"Gardiner et al". Mar 27th refers to Denys Gardiner, William Smith, and 

Phil Walker 

Please send your bird records for April, May, and June by August 1st to 
Mark Jennings, 308-5348 Lakeshore Rd. E., Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Z2, or 
phone 632- 2210 

HAMILTON BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 
SUMMARY FOR 1987 

The Hamilton Bird Records Committee (IIBRC) has reviewed the ''Noteworthy Bird Records' 
in the "Wood Duck". Observations requiring documentation according to the "Date 
Guide to the Birds of the Hamilton Area" have been summarized as follows; 

ACCEPTED RECORDS (1I.B.R.C.) 


Snowy Egret 

May 26 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Christine Bishop 

Karen Lampman 

Cattle Egret 

Oct 26 

1 

Ilwy 403 at Longwood 

Rd Robert Curry 

Trumpeter Swan (introduced) Feb 7 

2 

Lake Ontario 

Mike Cadman 

Brant 

Dec 26 

2 

Spencer Smith Park 

Denys Gardiner 

William Smith 

Harlequin Duck 

Oct 12 

Ifem 

Van Wagner 's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Surf Scoter 

Jan 18 

1 

Spencer Smith Park 

Bill Lamond,McLaughlin 


Sept 27 

4 

Van Wagner's Beach 

John Olmsted et al 

Osprey 

Nov 5 

1 

Grand River Bruce Duncan 

3 km north of Cayuga 

Northern Goshawk 

Aug 30 

limm 

Dundas Marsh 

Laurie Consaul, 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Peregrine Falcon 

Jan 11 

limm 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Mary Ellen Foley 

Brian Ratcliffe 


Aug 20 

limm 

») 

Lamond 

Northern Bobwhite 

May 10 

1 

Smithville s.p. 

Olmsted 

Virginia Rail 

Feb 14,15 

,16 .1 

Lamb's Hollow,RBG 

Ted Cole,Lyle Caully 
Curry, Olmsted 

Sandhill Crane 

Nov 12 

1 

Taquanyah C.A, 

Duncan 

Lesser Golden Plover 

Aug 9 

lad 

Hwy 5 west of 

Peters Corners 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Willet 

May 4 

16 

LaSalle Park 

Larry Benner, Dobos 

Western Sandpiper 

May 10 

9 

Smithville s.p. 

Alf Liston, Olmsted 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

May 2 

1 

7: 

Curry, Verne Evans 

Laughing Gull 

Aug 28 

1 

Beach Canal 

Curry 

Franklin's Gull 

Oct 25 

1 

lake, Fifty Point 
to Place Polonaise 

Curry et al 

Common Black-head. Gull 

Jan 25 on 

1 

Port Credit 

Cadman, Kathleen 
MacNamara et al 

Sabine's Cull 

Sept 27 

12 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Olmsted et al 

Barred Owl 

Apr 26, 
May 7,8 

1 

Cone 6 at Middletown Rd Dohos, Lamond 

Common Raven 

Feb 7 

1 

Port Credit 

Cadman 

White-eyed Vireo 

May 17 

1 

Shoreacres 

Olmsted 

Warbling Vireo 

Oct 10 

1 

Bronte Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Blackburnian Warbler 

June 23 

1 

Rock Chapel 

Lamond 

Palm Warbler 

Dec 5 

1 

Bronte Woods 

George Naylor 



Prothonotary Warbler 

Hooded Warbler 
Bobolink 


July 1 on 1-3 Dundas Harsh 

July 13,1983 1 Atlas Square 

Oct 20,1986 1 Smithville s.p. 


MacNamara, Lamond, 
McLaughlin 
Mary Gartshore 
Barry Jones,Olmsted 


ACCEPTED RECORDS (ONTARIO BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE) 


Northern Cannet 

Oct 25- 
Nov 14 

liuv 

Fifty Point C.A. to Curry et al 

Van Wagner's 

Pomarine Jaeger 

Sept 27 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach Chris F,scott 

Western Kingbird 

Sept 26 

1 

" Alf Epp, 

Anti Tuomala 


OBSERVATIONS LACKING DOCUMENTATION 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Jan 1- 
Mar 31 

1-5 

Windermere Basin, Fifty Point C.A. 

Great Egret 

Nov 6 

1 

Paris 

Snowy Egret 

May 18-22 

1 

Van Wagner's Marsh 


June 20 

3 

Dundas Hydro Pond 


June 28 

1 

Toll Gate Ponds 

Cattle Egret 

Oct 25 

1 

Rattray's Marsh 

Black-crown. Might Heron 

Jan 1- 
Feb 27 


Red Hill Creek at Windermere 

Turkey Vulture 

Feb 7 

1 

Blackheath 

Golden Eagle 

Feb 4 

1 

Taquanyah C.A. 

Merlin 

Aug 22-30 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Lesser Golden Plover 

April 11 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Willet 

Aug 13-30 

1-3 

Windermere, Toll Gates, Dundas Marsh 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Jan 1-18 

1 

Beach Canal 


Nov 1 

1 

Red Kill Creek 

Thayer's Gull 

Dec 26 

1 

Toll Gate Ponds 

Lesser Black-back. Gull 

Jan 22 

1 

?! 

Boreal Owl 

Jan 11 

1 

Bronte Woods 

Tufted Titmouse 

Oct 20-25 

2 

Tanager Ave. s Burlington 

Varied Thrush 

Feb 7 

1 

Bronte Rd. at Upper Middle Rd. 

White-eyed Vireo 

April 26-2.9 

1 

Shell Park 


May 10-25 

1 

Rattray's Marsh 

Red-eyed Vireo 

Nov 1 

1 

Bull's Point 

Northern Parula 

July 26 

1 

Burloak Woods 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

Oct 11 

1 

Spencer Creek at Hwv 102 

Western Meadowlark 

May 1 

1 

Hanlon Park, Guelph 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

Apr 2-4 

1 

Mississauga 


Please forward old or new documentations to: 
Hamilton Bird Records Committee 
//308 - 5348 Lakeshore Rd. E. 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Z2 


Denys Gardiner, Mark Jennings 
Kevin McLaughlin 
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THE WOOD DUCK 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 

Club and is produced by volunteer members of the club, THE WOOD DUCK 
is published nine times yearly from September to May inclu ivc end it 
is mailed free to members„ 
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to the Editor: Margaret Mackenzie, Oox 694, Caledonia, Ontario, NOA 1A0 
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Burlington, Ontario, L7L 4Z2 




